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but also of that of the other countries and colonies in the
Pacific area. From New York to I long* Kong rw Panama
will be almost as short as from London to Hon^-Kon^ wl*
Suez; and New York will be brought nearer to Japan by
the new route than London is by the present route. Thus
the Canal will have the effect of placing the industrial part
of the United States (the north-cast) on an equality with
Britain in regard to distance from the markets of the Far
East, This, for certain classes of ^oods, should cause a
considerable impetus to the trade by the TrruK-Sil^rian
Railway, which now makes comnuitlication betwern London
and Japan possible in about fourteen days, From British
ports to New Zealand the Panama route is iihunt 1300
miles shorter than the Suez route and 3000 miles shorter
than the Cape route; but for Australia, China, and Japan
the Suez route will still be shorter from Kurope, The
Canal will bring the Pacific ports of both North and South
America into closer connection with the Atlantic and Gulf
ports and with Europe, From Liverpool the saving will be
over 6000 miles. The Canal will be of great naval import-
ance to the United States by enabling it to concentrate it*
fleets in either ocean. This aspect of the subject will lx>
considered in a later chapter.

The railway developments which are boing carried out
in Canada will have most important results not only on the
trade of the American Continent but on that of the Far
East and the Australasian colonies, and still greater develop-
ments lie in the future. The l< all-red " route which has bet u
proposed will, when carried out, open up a new Ilritish high-
way between Great Britain, Nexv Zealand, and Australia, by
way of Canada, which would be entirely in British territory!
or under British control, and would thus have very important
economic and political results on the development of the
Australian Commonwealth. That Commonwealth, indeed,
was rendered possible largely through the work of the
engineer, by the construction of lines of swift steamers, of
telegraph cables, and overland telegraph lines. All these